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Thank you to Peter Fisk for your  service to  
Great Barton Parish Council  

From  
Maggie Dunn 

I want to take a moment to thank 
Peter Fisk for his Ɵreless work 

which he has done in Great 
Barton. 

Peter was born in the village in 
1938 and he married  Ann in 

1961. Peter worked for Suffolk 
County Council and part of his job 
was tree planƟng. We can thank 
him for a lot of the trees planted 

around the village. 

Peter went on to the Trustees 
of the Village Hall in 1963 and 
he took over as chair in 1984.  

He has worked Ɵrelessly to 
make sure our Village Hall has 

flourished. He and Ann also 
ran the bar   for several public 

and private events in the 
village hall. 

He went on the Parish Council 
in 1976 and has worked hard 

for the village in that role   
ever since. He is the tree 

expert for the Parish Council 
and has been invaluable in 

that role.  

In 2002 he was successful in 
geƫng allotments for village. 

 

If anyone inspires us,  

it should be Peter, for  

his selfless service 

 to the village.  

Thank you 
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Distribution:    

Tracey Butt     c/o  01284 787386  

Please contact Tracey if you are willing to 
help distribute the newsletter   

Sorry for the delay in puƫng this ediƟon together 
illness sadly got in the way! 

T hank you to everyone who 
submiƩed  photos for the 
front cover and within this 

ediƟon. It was a difficult choice! 

They show the village in its beauƟful  
winter  aƫre. Also  included on the front 

cover is the amazing  flower display of 
Bertuna which was displayed at the 

church in the autumn.   

Please send in more photos with a theme 
of spring flowers for the spring ediƟon! 

With Christmas fast approaching there 
are plenty of  winter events to take part 
in  around the village. For easy reference 
a calendar is provided on the next page.    

The events sound like a lot of fun  so 
please  put the dates in your diaries! 

Jan 

 

 

 

In this Issue 
Þ Thanks to Peter Fisk 

Þ Editorial page 3 

Þ News from Community Groups 4-9 

Þ Emergency Contact numbers page 9 

Þ Round the Village 10-11 

Þ Report from the Chair of the PC 12 

Þ Parish Council informaƟon 13-19 

Þ Church InformaƟon 20–22 

Þ Village Directory  page 23 

Þ AdverƟsements pages  24-32 

Editorial 

Published by: Great Barton  Parish Council 
Photography copyright:    ©GBPC  

 

This newsletter  and the previous 
editions can also be viewed in full 

colour online on  the Village 
Website as a “Flipbook“ 

greatbarton.suffolk.cloud 

 

The next ediƟon  of this newsleƩer 
will  cover March , April and May 

Deadline for submissions  

10th February 2024 

Please send in anything of 
interest—gardening Ɵps, 
recipes, stories about the 

village etc  
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Village Diary 

Local History Society   Tuesday November 7th   2.30pm      

West Suffolk  HorƟcultural   
Society  CompeƟƟon  and  
display   

Friday  November  10th  

(Entries by November 6th) 

Film Night  Saturday November 18th 7.30 pm 

Christmas Tree Event at the Church   from 30th November  

Luncheon Club  for Members  Only  Friday  December 8th 

Parish Council Christmas Coffee  
Morning    

Saturday  9th December 10.00am 

Senior CiƟzens’ Christmas Lunch  Friday 15th December 

Carols by candlelight at  
Holy Innocents 

Friday 22nd December   at 7. 00pm 

Some  Social Dates ( mostly 

in the village hall) for your 

diary this winter : 

 

Midnight Mass at  
Holy Innocents  

Sunday 24th December 11. 30pm  

Christmas Morning 
 Holy Innocents  

Monday 25th  December 10. 00am 

Film Night  Saturday January  20th  2024       7.30pm 

Saturday 17th February 2024 

Saturday 16th March 2024 

WI Social evening and new members 
evening  

Tuesday  January  2nd  2024 7.30pm  

Circle Dance Taster session Wednesday January  10th 2024 2.30 –3.30pm 

  Seasons Greetings from the Parish Council 
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News from the Community  

                                   

Great Barton Women's InsƟtute 
In November this year Great Barton Women's 
InsƟtute (WI) will be holding a celebraƟon  to 

mark its 90th anniversary. 

 
Our WI was formed on 23rd November 1933 when 34 
ladies from the village aƩended its inaugural meeƟng 

held in the Church InsƟtute on The Street.  As we 
enter our 90th year we have a membership of 45+ and 
hold our monthly meeƟngs in the Village Hall.  Joining 

the WI can help members forge new friendships 
especially if you are new to the area. 

The WI’s aim is to provide an interesƟng and at Ɵmes 
challenging plaƞorm for ladies aged 18 and upwards 
to join together and learn new skills and gather 
experƟse in many areas, but also to encourage 
members to take part in a varied programme of talks, 
acƟviƟes, walks, singing and ouƟngs to name just a 
few.   There are opportuniƟes to meet with other WIs 
locally, naƟonally and internaƟonally.  Not everyone 
can be an expert in everything and learning new skills 
is great fun and presents a challenge for like-minded 
ladies to reach new goals. 

If you would like to join with us to experience new 
challenges and reap the benefits that being a WI 
member can bring please contact our President, Sue 
Lawes (07581 696261) for further details. 

Our meeƟngs are held on the first Thursday of 
every month in Great Barton Village Hall and the 

usual start Ɵme is 7.30pm. 
IniƟally there  is an entrance fee of £4 for 
visitors which includes a raffle Ɵcket and 

refreshments.  You may visit three Ɵmes before 
becoming a member.  

To  become a full member you will need to pay a 
joining  fee, part of which is sent to the  

WI NaƟonal OrganisaƟon. 
We look forward to welcoming you  

Further informaƟon : 

 Great Barton | Suffolk West (thewi.org.uk)  

 

Great  Barton Luncheon Club 
 
We are a Luncheon Club which meets at Great  
Barton Village Hall on the second Friday of each 
Month (except in August) . 
 
Members are welcomed with either a glass of 
sherry or fruit juice and served with a two course 
meal, followed by tea or   coffee, at a cost of 
£5.00 per person (plus a very small yearly   
membership fee) 
 
We are a very friendly and welcoming group. If 
you are 55 years or over and live in Great Barton 
and would like to join us, we would be 
delighted to hear from you, and put you on our 
waiƟng list. 
 
Please contact: 
Cindy Morgan:  
              01284 788487 
 

Have you taken a local  photo which would 
look good on the front cover of the Spring  
ediƟon of the  Great Barton newsleƩer? 

Please submit spring themed photos  to 
the editor .. 

    editorgbpcnewsleƩer@gmail.com 
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Great  
   Barton  
    Film  
       Night 

    

Forthcoming  Dates  
 

Saturday 18th November 2023 

The Notebook  
2004 

Cert 12A  
 

Saturday 20th January 2024 

Gigi  
1958  

Cert PG 
 

Saturday 17th February 2024 

Living  
2022 

Cert 12 
 

Saturday 16th March 2024  

My Sailor, My Love 
     2022 
  Cert 12 

 
          Public admission £4.00              

Doors open 7.00pm 
Children (under 16) £2.00                        
Film Show starts 7.30pm 

                GBFN.OneSuffolk.net 
 

Tea, coffee and Ice-creams available. 
     These shows are open to anyone and 

everyone – just turn up and pay on the door 
or to reserve Ɵckets call:         

   Maggie Redshaw  01284 788397 

News from the Community  

Great Barton Computer Club 

This is a Computer Club for 
everybody, from people 
who are new to 
computers, to those of 
more advanced 

knowledge. Everybody is welcome. We have 
Teaching MeeƟngs and Work Shops, on two or 
more Mondays in the month. These alternate 
between  Laptops, iPad and Mobile Phone 
sessions. We also have a Drop – In session on the 
first Monday of the month for members to have 
one to one assistance.  

Please feel free to come and visit us to see what 
we get up to and 
maybe, if you like what 
you see, even join the 
Club. We start at 
2.00pm.  

 

You can visit our web site at: - 
www.gbcc.onesuffolk.net  or contact our 
secretary 

secretary.gbcc@outlook.com 

 

Don’t  forget ! 

You can view this 
newsleƩer in full  
colour on the Great 
Barton Parish  
website. 

 

 

 

 

greatbarton.suffolk.cloud 
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News from the Community  

Come and try Circle Dancing free in Great Barton 
“I've never heard of circle dancing.”   

Dancing in a circle is an ancient tradiƟon common to many cultures 
for marking special occasions, strengthening community and 
encouraging togetherness. 

Modern circle dance draws on the rich and diverse tradiƟonal 
dances of many countries, including the Balkans, Greece, Israel, 
Russia, and France. There is also a growing repertoire of new 
dances to classical music and contemporary songs. 

Circle dances can be energeƟc and lively or gentle and reflecƟve, but the aim is always to enjoy dancing 
with others and to create a sense of well-being and community through enjoyable gentle (mostly!) 
exercise to lovely world music. 

“Can I do it? “ 

Yes!  Mostly straighƞorward walking steps (with occasional challenges!).   Each dance is taught, there is 
no audience and everyone is welcome. So come on your own or with a friend (you do not need a 
partner) and give it a try!    

“Where?  When?” 

Great Barton Village Hall, Elms Close IP31 2NR.    2nd and 4th Wednesday aŌernoon from 2.30-3.30.    
StarƟng on 10 January with a FREE taster session!   ThereaŌer £6/session, pay each Ɵme you come.   

Put it in your diary now – great way to get in shape aŌer the Christmas excesses!    

I'd like to know more..... informaƟon from Jen Larner:  01284 705548 

07896 495574              jenlarner@gmail.com             www.jenlarner.com.  

! 
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News from Community  

Great Barton History Society. 

The History Society meets In January, March, May, September and November on the first 
Tuesday of these months. We have a list of very interesƟng speakers lined up already for 
2024. We meet in the Great Barton Village Hall Annex at 2.30pm. on the above Tuesdays 
and if you would like to come and visit us you would be very welcome, either with a view 
to joining us as a member for £10.00 per year, or as a guest. We usually charge guests 
£3.00 per visit. There will be a list of our up-and-coming speakers etc. pinned on the Vil-
lage Hall noƟce board. 

The November 7th 2023 speaker will be the Rev. Tony Redman and he will be speaking 
about Building Stone in Suffolk. This meeƟng will be proceeded by a very short AGM. 
(The last meeƟng of 2023) 

Speakers for 2024:-  January 2nd:- Martyn Taylor. A well-known Local Historian. His talk is 
called  “ Under Bury St Edmunds” 

March 5th:- Horry Parsons. His subject will be “ More Stories From the Tower” (This is the 
St Edmunds Cathedral Tower in Bury St Edmunds). 

May 7th:- Sarah Doig. Subject is “Daniel Defoe’s Tour and Entertainment in Elizabethan 
England” 

September 3rd:- Ruth French. “The History of StowlangtoŌ Hall” 

As you will probably have noƟced we are trying to keep our subjects mostly local to Bury 
St Edmunds and Suffolk this coming year.  

If you think you would be interested in visiƟng us or even joining the Club, please come 
along to one of our meeƟngs. 

 Jane Bream. Secretary. Contact Details. Email: - J.bream711@bƟnternet.com Tel:- 01284 
702336. Mob:- 07947595620 

 

Are you interested in Local History? 

The History Society needs somebody who would be willing to become the  

Great Barton  Village Recorder. 

Contact Marcus King for further details: marcusking682@msn.com 
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John Roe                   07845 529923      01284  787749 

David Murray           07825  172446 01284  788606 

Gemma Reid            07407  714372      01284   788439 

Josh Pirt                    07961  863866      01359  231011 

Simon Stockdale     07572  037615 
 

n/a 

Eddie Gibson           07484  602289      01284 788384 

Nicola Crouch          07739  852714      01284 788611 

Maggie Dunn           07977  875882      01284 787357        

 Great Barton Emergency OperaƟons Team 

 Mobile and   Landline Numbers 

Winter  Gardening Ɵps   

Unfortunately nobody submiƩed any gardening Ɵps so 
here are just a few from a non expert gardener! 

1. Last winter many of us made an error leaving our pots 
of flowers and bulbs outside to become frozen. A useful 
Ɵp is to put a layer of bubble wrap inside the pot if it has 
to stay outside. This provides an extra layer of warmth 
and prevents the earth  in the pot from freezing. 

2. Take cuƫngs of buddleia , and roses now , put in a pot with some 
hormone rooƟng powder  and see them sprout in spring! 

News from Community  
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Bury St Edmunds Mobile Library Service 
 
Route 1:        Every 4 weeks on Tuesdays 
1C  Oakampton House   10.00 -10.20  
1D  School Road   10.25 - 10.50 
 
Route 12: Every 4 weeks on Thursdays 
12D  Brand Road 10.35 -10.45 
 
       Mobile libraries | Suffolk Libraries 
 
 Did you know that  if you are a mobile library user 
you can have the books for 8 weeks rather than 
the usual 4? I discovered this by chance back in 
April! 

Round the Village 

Village Hall Management 
Committee 

If you would like to hire the hall please 
contact: 

 

Diana Bilverstone: 
diana.74@hotmail.co.uk 

hƩp://greatbartonvh.onesuffolk.net/ 
 

The Hall commiƩee is always looking for 
people willing to help with  

hall management. 

 

Mondays:  

Parish Council,  

Computer Club,  

Pilates,   

Wine Society  

Tuesdays: 

Second Chance,  

History Society, 

 Badminton,  

Dog Training,  

Wednesdays:  

Tadpole Tunes,  

Linnet Investment,  

Pilates,  Circle Dancing ( 2nd 
and 4th  Wednesdays) 

Thursdays:    

Pilates,  

WI  ( first Thursday) 

Fridays:  

Luncheon Club 

Saturdays:  

Coeliac Society, Guide Dogs  
Fundraisers, Film Night 

  

 

Sundays: 

Region 7,  Tea Dances,    

Football 

 See page 22 

for a full list of contact details 

Round The Village 

Regular events in the Village Hall 
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       Self employed and looking for somewhere to adverƟse  
your business?                             

  AdverƟse your business here 

Copies are delivered to 900 homes   in Great  Barton and we also 

          upload each newsleƩer on the Great Barton website 
Contact the editor for more details, the  prices  are  

           on page18 

                                       editorgbpcnewsleƩer@gmail.com 

 

Editor’s Conundrum from last 
ediƟon 

Some of the  plants which Muntjacs hate  

(although not guaranteed!!!  )  

Heathers,  Buddleia, PotenƟlla, 
Daphne, Allium, Calendula, Lily  of 
the Valley, Aster, Daffodil. 

I’ve had some success by planƟng herbs 
amongst the flowers, as they don’t seem to like 
plants with strong smells, and they then leave 
the flowers alone. 

Try rosemary, oregano, mint, basil 
lavenders etc. 

I also  tried geraniums as it has a strong smell 

but they ate all the buds !  

Any other 
suggesƟons? Please 

let me know! 

Round The Village 

How to  Report a pothole  
 
With so many potholes in and around our 
village it takes us all to report them to Suffolk 
County Council.  
 
This can be done via their website, search 
report a pothole or if viewing online by using 
this link : 
hƩps://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/roads-pavements-and-
verges/potholes/report-a-pothole  
 
and  then follow  the instrucƟons. 
 
It really helps to report these potholes 
for repair because without doing so 
the County Council just don’t know it 
needs repairing. 
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Parish Council News 

Maggie 

Parish Council Report from the Chair  

W here has this year gone it doesn’t 
seem long since I was wriƟng to 
you this Ɵme last year. It has been 
an evenƞul year so that makes it 

go quicker. 

What have your Parish Council been doing 
recently? 

 There have been some contenƟous planning 
applicaƟons that we have discussed and put our 
comments to West Suffolk Council. That is the 
process, although the Parish Council discuss them, 
we only make recommendaƟons to West Suffolk 
mainly based on our Neighbourhood Plan, but 
also on West Suffolk’s Local Plan.  

West Suffolk are the decision making authority. If 
you want to comment on any planning applicaƟon 
you can access the West Suffolk Planning Portal to 
make your comments. 

The Parish Council are sƟll trying to crack down on 
speeding through the village ( see Councillor 
Gwyn James arƟcle on page 14). The Speedwatch 
Team and the cameras are all working well. We 
are also in the process of geƫng white gates set 
up at the entrances to the village to see if that 
makes a difference. They will make it obvious that 
vehicles are  entering the village. 

The Parish Council and the District Councillors, 
Sarah Broughton and Rebecca Hopfensberger, 
have between them bought two coronaƟon 
benches to go into the CoronaƟon garden at the 
school. They are made from recycled plasƟc and 
each bench is made from 476 plasƟc milk boƩles 
that won’t go into landfill.  

There is a new defibrillator at the Freedom 
Church, again thanks to Mick Braybrook and again 
our District Councillors for geƫng that sorted. We 
now have a defibrillator on both sides of the 
A143; one at the Village Hall and now the one at 
the Freedom Church. Thank you to both those 
organisaƟons for accepƟng them. 

I have no new news re the Triangle Development 
or the Several’s Development. 

We will be organising  a  Christmas Lunch again, 
but this year it will be at the Village Hall . See the 
advert in this NewsleƩer on page 17 on how to 

book. It  is for our older residents especially 
those that live on their own. 

We are short of Councillors, so please give 
some thought to joining us,  it’s your Parish 
Council and the more Councillors we have 
the more we can do to make Great Barton 
great and a beƩer place to live.  

There is also a shortage of Governors at the 
school please give that some consideraƟon 
too, as the school is a big part of the village. I 
spent an aŌernoon at forest school and it 
was  great fun. You will contribute to future 
generaƟons and you do not need to have 
children or grandchildren at the school. 

We have had the benches in and around the 
playground and playing field refurbished and 
they look good. 

The Parish Council will conƟnue to badger 
Suffolk County Council / West Suffolk Council 
to get our footpaths skirted back as they are 
atrocious and dangerous especially on the 
A143. They have done part of it in Mill Road 
but we need it all done. 

If  you have hedges that border footpaths or 
road edges now is the Ɵme to give them a 
good cut, the birds aren’t nesƟng and they 
will be ready for next spring.  

MAGGIE’S MOANS  
We have again had damage in the 
playground. There are children from the 
village causing damage and that costs. The 
Parish Council  will have to replace the 
damaged items. If  we don’t replace 
equipment  that means children suffer.  The 
playground is for use by children 12 and 
under, we are hoping to put equipment in for 
older children, but we need to protect what 
we have first. 

I have also had reports of bullying in the 
playground and that will not be tolerated. 
The playground is for use by all children 12 
and under.   If  you drive your children to the 
playground please park in the Village Hall Car 
Park.  

Maggie 
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Parish Council Information 

Christmas 
dinner for the 
Senior CiƟzens 

Maggie 

     Welcome To Great Barton!! 

 New to the Village? 

  

Check out pages  3 and 22 to find out   what    is going on in 

the village,   or contact the Parish Clerk for other 

information about the village matters.  
Clerk to the Council  

Amanda   Jackson  07596  868600   
clerk@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk 

The  blue coronaƟon benches installed at the school , made 
from recycled plasƟc boƩles. 
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Parish Council Information 

Update on Great Barton Programme  to Reduce Traffic Speeding 

The Parish Council has been acƟvely running this programme over the last 18 months and current 
iniƟaƟves are covered below:- 

Speedwatch 
We have a team of 9 villagers who volunteer 1-2 Ɵmes a month to measure vehicle speeds in 7 
locaƟons. Any vehicle owners speeding will have their details submiƩed to Suffolk Police and will 
receive a leƩer asking them to consider the dangers of speeding and the impact it has on Great Barton 
Residents. 

ANPR Camera 
Operated by Suffolk County Council, the cameras are placed in Great Barton  for a week, 3-4 Ɵmes a 
year. As  with Speedwatch,  educaƟonal leƩers are sent to vehicle owners recorded over the speed 
limit. 

Vehicle AcƟvated Sign (VAS)/Speed Indicator Devices (SID) 

 

 

 

Village Entrance Gates & Improved Signage 

The next iniƟaƟve will be to install a pair of village  
Entrance Gates similar to those recently installed in 
StowlangtoŌ.  

These not only enhance the village entrances but are known 
to lead to a reducƟon in speeding, especially when combined 
with adjacent road markings.  The intenƟon is to install these 
in Spring 2024 on the A143 (both ends), East Barton Rd, Mill 
Rd and Thurston Rd. 

We have 2 new SIDs permanently located on the A143 (The Nook) and Mill Rd and the older 
VAS located currently on Thurston Rd. 

The A143 SID has been in place for 15 months and has seen vehicles travelling over 30 mph 
drop from 42% to 23%, that’s 1140 less cars per day speeding! The data was used by one local 
resident to persuade the police to increase their acƟvity which has resulted in them 
monitoring at this locaƟon twice a month which does result in prosecuƟon for speeding 
drivers. 
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FREE Thermal Imaging Home Surveys  

run by Great Barton Parish Council- 

     31st January and 12th February 2024. 

The COMMUNITY THERMAL IMAGING PROJECT 

is Helping You Keep Your Warmth In 

The aim is to raise awareness about insulation and help you improve the energy efficiency of 
your home. This could mean:  

  v a reduction in fuel bills  
v better health  
v reducing your carbon emissions  

 

Visit www.greensuffolk.org for further help & information 

 

What can you learn from a thermal 
imaging survey? 
 

v identify places which might have draughts 

v detect whether cavity wall insulation is patchy or missing 

v detect areas with less loft insulation  

 
The cameras use infra-red radiation which cannot pass through glass.  This means the camera 
cannot see through windows, doors or walls.  A thermal imaging survey will not invade your privacy as 
we will only see the outside surface of your house.                   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A VOLUNTEER FOR THE THERMAL 
IMAGING TEAM?  

 

            If your house is relatively new, already has  
insulated cavity walls and double glazing and feels 
warm –   you might not learn much,  
except to get an even warmer glow after  
confirming your house is well insulated! 

If your house is older and seems difficult to keep warm 
- you might learn exactly where the heat is escaping 
and get some ideas about where to insulate.   

Parish Council Information 

If you would like us to include your house in the survey, please contact  

The Parish Council Clerk Amanda Jackson: 
 clerk@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk               or call :   07596 868600 
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CHRISTMAS COFFEE  
MORNING  

Saturday 
December  9th 

at 
Great Barton Village Hall 

10am – 1.00pm 
Coffee and Mince Pies 

RAFFLE  
Guess the Weight of the Cake  

CraŌ Stalls 
 

Village Hall Christmas Events 
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Village Hall  Christmas Events 

   Volunteers needed at this event please contact Maggie  
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What Matters to you in your  
local area? 

Is it the state of the local park, the need for 
more acƟviƟes for young people, making the 
roads safer, improving the local environment, 
local development needs? 

Whatever needs changing in your 
neighbourhood, you could be just the person to 
change it by  becoming a local councillor. 

 No other role gives you a chance to make such 
a huge difference to the quality of life for your 
local community. 

Could I be a Councillor? 

The easy answer is ‘almost  definitely’ as long as 
you are: 

· BriƟsh or a ciƟzen of the Commonwealth 

· At least 18 years old 

· Registered to vote in the area or have 
lived, worked or owned property here for 
at least 12 months before an elecƟon 

Being a Councillor 

Being an effecƟve councillor  requires both 
Ɵme, commitment and hard work. You  need to 
balance the needs and interests of residents 
within the local government framework.  

Before you consider becoming a councillor you 
may want to  discuss it with your family and 
friends to make sure they understand what you 
are taking on. 

 

If you are interested in making a 
difference, please contact  

 Maggie Dunn : 

Tel :    01284 787357  

or email  
chair@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk 

Parish Council Information 

Parish Council Meeting Dates: 
                   Planning MeeƟngs 

13/11/23 
4/12/23 
8/1/24 

12/2/24 
11/03/24 

8/4/24 

Full Council MeeƟngs 
21/11/23 
11/12/23 
15/1/24 
19/2/24 
18/3/24 
15/4/24 

New Email addresses for Parish  
Councillors 

Minutes of Parish council minutes are available 
here: 
 
hƩp://www.greatbarton.onesuffolk.net/parish-
council/minutes 

Maggie Dunn    

Amanda Jackson   

David Clarke     

MaƩhew Parker 
maƩhewparker@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk 

Andy Baker          

Gwyn James     

Peter Fisk     peterfisk@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk 

They can also be found on the village website:  

hƩp://greatbarton.suffolk.cloud/parish-council/
meeƟng-dates/ 
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Local Councillor  
Contact Information 
 
District Councillor:   
Mrs. S Broughton 
Manor House, Church Road,  
Great Barton, IP31 2QR 
Tel: 01284 787327  Email: 
sarah.broughton@westsuffolk.gov.uk 
 
District  Councillor 
Mrs. R Hopfensperger 
17 Risbygate Street, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 3AA 
Tel: 07876 683516  Email: 
rebecca.hopfensperger@suffolk.gov.uk 
 
County Councillor:   
Mrs. R Hopfensperger 
17 Risbygate Street, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 3AA 
Tel: 07876 683516  Email: 
rebecca.hopfensperger@suffolk.gov.uk 
 
Member of Parliament:  
Rt Hon Jo Churchill MP 
10 HaƩer Street, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 1LZ 
Tel: 01284 752311 

Parish Council Information 

Ideas  for Future ediƟons  

of the  

Parish Council NewsleƩer 

Do you fancy becoming a journalist? 
We need a small team of people 

who would be willing to visit some 
of our senior ciƟzens who have 

interesƟng stories about the village 
to tell! 

Contact the editor for further informaƟon. 
 

editorgbpcnewsleƩer@gmail.com 
 

Bus Routes in Great Barton 
338 - Bury St Edmunds - Walsham-le-Willows - 

Market Weston - Diss 

304 - Bury St Edmunds - Great Barton - Ixworth - 
Stanton - Wortham - Diss 

304 - Bury St Edmunds - Stanton - Diss 

338 - Bury St Edmunds - Stanton - Garboldisham 

2 - Southolt - Kenton - WesƩhorpe - Bury St 
Edmunds 
300 - Bury St. Edmunds - Pakenham - Ixworth - 
Ixworth Thorpe 
Website: Buses in Great Barton - View Bus 
Services and Stops (geopunk.co.uk) 

Great Barton Parish Council 
www.greatbarton.onesuffolk.net 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS are held at the 
Community Room in the Village Hall, 
commencing at 7.30pm. 

Public Sessions are available for Parishioners 
to raise maƩers in which they are interested.  

NoƟce of all Parish Council MeeƟngs and any 
other important Parish Council informaƟon is 
posted regularly on the Parish Council noƟce 
boards:  

· by the Thurston Road mailbox,  

· at the Mill Road/Livermere Road 
crossroads,  

· outside the Primary School on  
School Road and on the website.  

Copies of the minutes of meeƟngs of Great 
Barton Parish Council are available on the 
Village website.  

If you would like to receive updates on the 
acƟviƟes of the Parish Council, please email 
the Chair  
Maggie Dunn : chair@greatbarton-pc.gov.uk 
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Church Information  

Volunteering Opportunity 

Due to increasing popularity , the 
MeeƟng Point café , held  each 
Wednesday requires addiƟonal help 
between 10.30 am and 2pm on a rota 
basis to assist with   serving lunches, 
tea and coffee to mostly senior ciƟzens 
from the surrounding area. 

Lunch and tea/coffee will be  

provided . 

Contact  

BeƩy Holdgate on 01284 788196  

If you could spare a liƩle of your free 
Ɵme 

 

Did you have a chance to see the floral displays at Holy innocents for our Harvest Festival? 
A majestic arrangement on the font and the spectacular Bertuna display in our Lady Chapel, the woman 
from the Great Barton Village sign, sculpted from wire and then decorated with flowers and plants – 
there is a picture on the front  of this newsletter if you missed it. A testament to the talent of our 
parishioners, and indeed reflective of the creativity bubbling quietly along in our village. 

I sometimes like to see what’s happening around the village on the Facebook page, and am often 
inspired to see the beautiful photography, amazing and delicious looking bakes from young and old 
alike, artisan food producers, the occasional poem, dance and drama classes – wonderfully creative 
people in all sorts of ways!  

It can be a little difficult to discern the character of Great Barton as a village, most folk I talk to from 
elsewhere mostly know Great Barton as ‘that village you drive through on the way to…’. But I think 
there is fantastic opportunity for the village to be known for its creativity! It’s a great way to get people 
talking, get people together and show our talents off to the world. I’d love to see people’s talents 
popping up and celebrated over the next year. 

 
I wonder whether you have a creative talent, or perhaps know someone whose creativity just needs 
that little bit of encouragement? Perhaps as Winter approaches (if it ever arrives!), and we find 
ourselves indoors a bit more, our creative juices will flow and works will be waiting for their own time to 
shine. Holy Innocents is a small space, but we love being able to feature people’s creative work, 
celebrating the vision and skill of village folk, and the many talents that God gifts us with. So get artsy, 
crafty, cook-y, snappy, dance-y and music-y! And share your wonderful creativity with us all!" 

 

The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards 
Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston 
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 
 December 2023 

The following services will take place in the Benefice: 

Sunday 3rd December: 
Benefice Service, Sung Eucharist, at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 
10.30am  
Evensong at St Peter’s, Thurston at 3.30pm  
 
Wednesday 6th December: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana at 11.15am  
 
Sunday 10th December: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at Holy Innocents at 8.30am  
Benefice Service, Sung Eucharist, at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.30am 
 
Wednesday 13th December: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 17th December:  
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
Together Family Church Thurston at St Peter’s for Christmas. (Together Family Church take over St Pe-
ter’s at 10.00am)  
Holy Communion at Holy Innocents Church at 10.30am 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at St Peter’s Church at 6.00pm  
 
Wednesday 20th December: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Friday 22nd December: 
Carols by Candlelight at Holy Innocents Church at 7.00pm  
 
Sunday 24th December: 
Crib Service at St Peter’s, Thurston at 2.00pm  
Crib Service at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 4.00pm  
Midnight Mass at St Peter’s, Thurston at 11.30pm  
Midnight Mass at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 11.30pm 
 
Monday 25th December: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
Christmas Morning Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.00am  
Christmas Morning Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.00am  
 
Wednesday 27th December: 
No Service 
 
Sunday 31st December: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  

Church Information  
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Church Information  

Montana Service Times 

Montana on East Barton Road has a  
Roman Catholic mass at the following Ɵmes: 

Sunday     10.30 am   
Weekdays (Mon - Fri) 8.15 am 

Church Officers 
Vicar : Reverend Ben Edwards 

Email:   revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com 

Churchwardens: 

Tim Frost               01284 787442 

Angela Pearce  01359 230395 

Verger: 

Linda Scoles          01359 230392 

PCC Secretary:     

Jane Dalton           01284 788613 

Treasurer:          

Kathy Drakes         01284 787746 

Church Institute 

The Church InsƟtute is a lovely venue  
available for private and regular club bookings. It 
is also available for parƟes, celebraƟons, 
wedding recepƟons, funeral wakes and other 
general use.  
 
For prices and enquiries please contact: 
Linda Scoles    01359 230392 or  
Reverend Ben Edwards at  
    revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com 

A heart for the  
community 

A place where God 
dwells 

Holy Innocents Church          
www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 

Our on-line magazine can be found on our 

website: 

 hƩp://themessengergtbarton.suffolk.cloud 

The  Church Facebook pages:  
Holy Innocents: hƩps://www.facebook.com/
Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton685807921585678/ 

St Peter’s:  

hƩps://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church
-Thurston-1790473917903849/ 

hƩps://www.freedomchurch.org.uk 
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Village Directory of Clubs and Societies 

 

Please send  any updates or changes to 
this    Directory to the editor as soon as 
known.     Last  Updated October 2023 

 

Badminton Club 
Mrs. Ann Tee, 22 Downing Drive, 
Great Barton, IP31 2 

01284 
788161 

  

Bowls Club (Outdoor) 
Mr. Henny Van Holland, 
32 Conyers Way, Great Barton, 
 IP31 2SW 
greatbartonbowlsclub.webnode.com 

01284 
787242 

Church Institute Bookings 
Linda Scoles  lindascoles@uwclub.net  

01359 
230392 

Freedom Church 
Sarah Bullen (Administrator), Mill Road, 
Great Barton, IP31 2RU 
office@gbfc.org.uk 
www. freedomchurchgb.org 

01284 
788032 

Great Barton Allotment Association 
Email:     www.gballotments@gmail.com   

Great Barton Community Woodland 
Mr. Mick Brabrook, 16 Downing Drive, Gt 
Barton, IP31 2RP 
mick.brabrook@gmail.com 
www.gbcw.onesuffolk.net 

01284 
788147 

  

Great Barton Computer Club 
Email: secretary.gbcc@outlook.com 
www.gbcc.onesuffolk.net 

  

Great Barton Luncheon Club 
Cindy Morgan 

01284 
788487 

Great Barton Thanksgiving Fund   (Village 
Hall Management Committee) 
Mr. P Fisk, Blenheim, Thurston Road, Great 
Barton, IP31 2PW 

01359 
231382 

Great Barton Village Hall (bookings) 
Diana Bilverstone: 
Email : diana.74@hotmail.co.uk 

http://greatbartonvh.onesuffolk.net 

  01359 
352357 

Great Barton CE Primary Academy 
Mrs. Claire Ratley, School Road, 
Great Barton, IP31 2RJ 

01284 
787353 

Girlguiding Suffolk ( in Bury or 
Thurston) 
Jan Butler 
nwdvision_girlguidingsuffolk@bƟntern
et.com 

01284 
787507 

History Society 
Jane Bream 
Email: j.bream711@btinternet.com 

01284 
702336 

Holy Innocents’ Church 
Reverend Ben Edwards 
The Vicarage, Church Road, Gt Barton, 
IP31 2QR 
revdbenjaminEdwards@gmail.com 
or         admichurch64@gmail.com  

07522 
396397  

Holy Innocents’ Choir     
Leader Bridget Read.  
 Email:  beneficepr@gmail.com  
www,greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 

07814 
946841   

Mothers’ Union     Pat Sheppard   
or Jill Rood      01359 231647  

01284 
705540 

 

Netball Club (Phoenix Flames) 
Mrs. Emma Gibson                 
 Email: gibsoneerj@btinternet.com 

01284 
788384 

Pathways (Pre-School) 
Mrs. Julie Goodwin, School Road, Gt 
Barton, IP31 2RJ 
www.greatbartonpathways.co.uk 

01284 
788258 

Scout Group 
Mr. John Pitcher 
john.pitcher@btinternet.com 
www.gtbartonbscouts.co.uk 

01284 
787787 

Second Chance Stroke Club    
Peter Marsh         
Email:    Peter.Marsh@stroke.org.uk 
www.secondchancestrokeclub.co.uk 

07884 
125757 

Women’s Institute 
Mrs. Sue Lawes 
Great Barton | Suffolk West 
(thewi.org.uk)  

 01284 
788431 

West Suffolk Dog Training Society 
Sarah Connell 

01284 
767050 
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Advertisements 

Text only £5.00 

Commercial advertising rate for Great Barton Newsletter 2023 

The  Great Barton A4 newsleƩer is published 3 Ɵmes a year. 

It is distributed to all households within  the Parish and can also be viewed on the  
Village  Website as a flipbook 

Payment in advance with your order. Please contact the editor 

Size Dimensions of  

type area  

    Cost per inserƟon 

 Back Page –   Colour   W 185mm x H265mm £120 

 Full page  W185mm x H265mm £100 

Half Page 

(Horizontal) 

W185mm x H130mm £50 

Quarter Page 

(VerƟcal) 

W90mm x H130mm £25 

Large Box W90mm x H60mm  £13.50 

Small Box W90mm xH30mm £9.00 

Small Ad ( for sale,  
wanted, lost or found) 

  Text only   £5.00 

 Back inside –
monochrome 

W 185mm x H265mm £110 

Large Box  size 

You could adverƟse your business  
here  

£13.50 for each ediƟon 

 

                 Small Box size 

                  You could adverƟse here  for £9.00 
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Advertisements 

West Suffolk   Chimney Services 
Your local sweep 
All types of chimneys swept 

 
£60 for a standard sweep 

Contact Ian Rice 
01284 787238 or 07841 390292 

Open fires   Member of the Guild 
of Master Chimney 
Sweeps 

Woodburners   TradiƟonal and Pow-
er sweeping 

MulƟ-fuel stoves   Fully insured 
Boiler flues   Insurance-

recognised  
cerƟficates with  
every job 

Agas and Ranges   Cowls and bird 
guards supplied and 
fiƩed 

Inglenooks (addiƟonal 
charge) 

  CCTV camera  
inspecƟon available 

JC AestheƟcs & Beauty 
 

30 year’s experience, WSC  Registered.  

Facials, Laser, Semi-Permanent Make-Up  

AnƟ-Ageing Injectables, Skin Tag & Blemish 
Removal 

Electrolysis, Waxing and so much more.  

Located in Great Barton. 

Tel 07305228909 For Appointment, Prices, In-
formaƟon 

15% Discount for new 
clients 

 

www.facebook.com/
jancurson28  

 
AMS Services 

Landscape 
Construction 

 
Offering an extensive range of 

services including summer house 
 installation, 

garden offices, sheds and bases,  
Garage conversions, patios 

and fencing. 
 
 

 
Call Martin on 07970 118658 

 to arrange a site visit or quotation  
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Garden Maintenance      Clearance 
Handyman        Odd Jobs      Gutter Clearance 

A friendly and reliable service - Here to help! 

Contact Jazz    
Phone 07403 062652 

Email:  jjbgardenssuffolk@gmail.com 
Find me on Facebook: JJB Garden & Maintenance 

 
                Happy Pilates 

Pilates Classes in Bury St Edmunds 

Monday 9.30am and 6pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am 

Hazelwood Dance Studios    Hollow Road 

Call or message Sabina on 07503 753121 

sabinasandy@hotmail.co.uk 

Does anyone have any 
recommendaƟons for winter walks in 
around Great Barton? .  

A lovely crisp winter’ s day walk is good 
for your health and  clears the head! 

There are some beauƟful places to visit  
in this area. 

Send to : editorgbpc@gmail.com 

Advertisements 
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Bespoke Upholstery Services &  

SoŌ Furnishings 

Debbie Jordan 
AMUSF Qualified Upholster 

TradiƟonal & Modern Techniques 

Telephone 07771 966662 

 

email : debbie@theupholsteryhut.co.uk 

www.theupholsteryhut.co.uk 

 

Advertisements 
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How many words that are associated with a stroke can you find?  
SubmiƩed by Peter Marsh 

 Ability   anger    arm   benefits   brain   carer   cry    doctor   fast   fitness     

frustraƟon health   help    improvement    Leg    life   lucky    numb   nurse   penny    physio   
recovery   research   secondchance    side    speech     survivor     therapy     volunteers 

Word Search 
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